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“Love the Way You Lie” By Rihanna and Eminem 
Introduction
“Love The Way You Lie” by Rihanna and Eminem explores the theme of gender relations in the 21st century. The performance of the video features the two singers and a couple who act gender relationships, which is characteristic of domestic violence and male dominance. Besides the acting, the projection of voice by the singers communicates power, which is gender- associated. Eminem raps his verses with a rough voice, which conveys the message of male dominance. This voice overshadows that of Rihanna, which is soft and communicates hard experiences in a love relationship. This paper validates the statement that gender relationship is a battlefield for patriarchy and feminism.
Male Chauvinism/ Patriarchy
Male dominance is not a new thing to contemporary society. It existed since time immemorial, and therefore, patriarchy has far-reaching historical roots. The male always leads, and the female follows, but this music video strike imagery that the system of dominance is gradually drifting from the male. However, the “Love the Way You Lie” proofs that the male rule. In the video exaggerates male anger when the actor destroys the house and violently hits the female partner. The modern society knows rights and freedoms, and therefore, aggressive behavior is meant to provoke the reaction of the audience (Enck, Suzanne, and Blake, p. 620) 
The emotional outburst witnessed in most domestic violence is let a way of letting out anger, and sometimes the society does not judge the males behaving mad. Also, male power and dominance manifest in Eminem’s dressing. He is in a short and exposes his masculine body to the audience. The healthy body is pure of energy, which the male associates. The wearing of gold ornamentations also signifies power. The singerironically proves his strength in the face of domestic violence when he says he guesses he does not know his strength. 
Females are vulnerable to violence and harsh treatment by the males. Rihanna shows this through her soft voice, which represents despair. Also significant is the symbolism expressed through the fire in which Rihanna burns. The light is a symbol of the hardships which females endure in their love relationships. The contemporary romantic love is faced with difficulties, especially when spouses start cheating on each other (Enck, Suzanne, and Blake, p. 623). For instance, in the song, Mega Fox cheats with Dominic’s wife when he is asleep, but when he notices, the two starts fighting. The audience feels that Dominic’s violence is justifiable, although fighting is a social vice. Rihanna, in her soft voice, says, “stand there and watch me burn,” which means she talks about the psychological turmoil she experiences. 
Also, the video shows that no matter how angered the males are, they do not want to destroy their women whenever domestic violence arises. They still value their wives, and their aggressiveness is a mechanism of protecting the women (Thaller, Jonel, and Jill, p. 624). It is not meant to hurt Meghan but is a warning expressed in Dominic’s intense anger. However, the man does fight in bars with fellow men. The fight is much more violent than the one the men engage with their wives.
The Power of Feminism
Contemporary women want the same rights, positions, and power as that of their male counterparts. In the video, the woman performing the part of domestic violence shows resistance to the dictates of her husband. She grabs the flames and using her hands, put out the fire. The symbolism behind her action is that she does not want to take more of violence in her relationship. She wants peace, and she will get it even if it means the fight for it (Thaller, Jonel, and Jill, p. 626). This urge for a fight signifies the rise of feminism, which will counteract the extremes of male dominance. There is a slight change in expectations when the fire engulfs Dominic. 
The audience does not expect the males, who take the lead and will put females on fire, but burn in the same fire they lit. Meghan’s determination for self- protection is a clear indication of female power that leaves Dominic startled. He does not imagine facing a challenge from the woman he considers weak and vulnerable (Arbain, p. 1). For this reason, therefore, he cowers, and his violent nature burns in flames. The flame which burns Meghan at this stage represents the anger and distress she experienced within her from the beginning. Meghan’s strong reactions help her realize the emotional pain.
Evaluation
The song performance builds on a dream which Meghan has for her relationship. It is evident when, at the end of the performance, the character wakes to form the same beds she was at the beginning. The implication is that Meghan was expressing her feelings for her love relationship through a dream (Arbain, p. 3). Therefore, the audience can infer that all is not well in a real-life relationship. Also, the performance of domestic violence appears more real than a dream, and this affects the general interpretation of the character’s feelings. The music video explores the challenges which male and female encounter in their love relationship.
The video succeeds in capturing the incidences of gender violence expressed through love. The 21st-century people embrace love at all levels. However, the most critical type of love associated with social challenges is romantic love. The major problem is that people employ a lot of individualism in love. The males own the female and vice- versa. Therefore, when one tries to break the chains that bide the couples together, the other feels unsafe. It is this feeling of ownership that makes someone protect the other violent.  The music video by Rihanna and Eminem exposes this human weakness through domestic violence. In love related issues, the woman suffers more than the man. In short, ladies are vulnerable to emotional distress than men (Clayton p. 412). No man wound wants her wife to embrace love with another man, yet he does so with other women. The inequality leaves the wife burning in the flames of psychological turmoil.
The video portrays Meghan as a lady going through love challenges. Also, Rihana is in a dark room and holds a flame to symbolize the hard emotions she experiences (Arbain, p. 4). Her face is a representation of someone tortured in a relationship she does not want to leave. The appearance of Rihanna contradicts that on Meghan. The difference is meant to separate the singer from the persona in her lyric. Rihanna’s dressing code appeals to female power. First, she wants to catch the attention of the audience and control them, especially the male ones. Although her hair is red to symbolize the problems she has to solve in her love relationship, her wearing of gold chains and other ornamentations signifies the female power, and they want to be equals of the males.
Lastly, the video shows that people can engage in a very passionate love relationship but find that violence is part of intense love. A good example is when the couple in the video turns to kiss the very wall Dominic punched (Arbain, p. 6). The couple’s fight did not have anything to do with a lack of love but protection for the passionate relationship. They kiss the wall to imply they will stay together and continue embracing love regardless of the violence they may face. The couple fights and reconciles all in the effort to protect their love.
Conclusion
It suffices to conclude that male chauvinism present in contemporary society. Also, the rise of feminism gives women the voice and energy to demand their rights. The violence which emanates from love relation does not purpose on destroying but instead strengthens the love bond between the spouses. Finally, although females react violently, the respect they have for their men makes them humble and endure the challenges presented by their men. The soft voice Rihanna uses in the choruses implies the loss of strength of women in the time of challenges 
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